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SENTENCE:  Because Jesus himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able 

to help those who are being tested. Hebrews 2.18 
 

COLLECT: Almighty God, 

who wonderfully created, 

and yet more wonderfully restored, 

the dignity of human nature: 

in your mercy, 

bring us to share the divine life of Jesus Christ, 

who came to share our human life, 

and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

HYMNS:   TIS 312; MP 749; TIS 629; TIS 690 

 
 

FIRST READING – Isaiah 63.7-9 

A reading from the book of Isaiah Chapter 63 beginning at the 7th verse: 
7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 

     the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 

because of all that the Lord has done for us, 

     and the great favour to the house of Israel 

that he has shown them according to his mercy, 

     according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8 For he said, ‘Surely they are my people, 

     children who will not deal falsely’; 

and he became their saviour 
9 in all their distress. 

It was no messenger or angel 

     but his presence that saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 

     he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

 

Hear the word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
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PARISH NEWS, HAPPENINGS & 

PRAYER POINTS – 29 DECEMBER 2019 
 
    

 If you are visiting us today, it is wonderful you 
have joined us to worship the Living Lord.  
 If you would like to find out more about Jesus or 
His church here at St James, please speak to the 
clergy or a parishioner. 

 
 

 
 

WEEKLY SERVICES 

Sunday:             Wednesday Morning: 
8am: Holy Communion          10am Holy Comm. & Morning tea 

10am Holy Comm. & Morning Tea        (See please note below)  

4:30pm Arabic speaking Congregation        Friday Evening: 

6pm Chollo speaking Congregation        5pm Evening Prayers - All welcome 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
31 December            Watchnight Service @ 11.30pm 

 

WEDNESDAY SERVICES DURING CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR 

Our regular 10am Wednesday Communion services will 

resume on Wednesday 8 January. This is because 

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day both fall on a 

Wednesday. 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

We will be seeing in New Year’s Eve this year with an 11:30pm Watch Night 

Service.  All are welcome.  What better way to see in the New Year than to be in 

prayer and worship in the House of God.  There will be no 10 am service on 

News Years Day. 

 

NIGHT MARKET THANK YOU 

A big Thank You to all who participated in and attended our first Christmas Night 

Market. We raised $1135 on the night.  
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DIGITAL SIGN 

We hope you have noticed our marvellous new digital sign on McCrae 

Street.  This will be used to advertise service times, special events, and simple 

messages of Christian love and hope.  A big thanks to Margo Hartley who 

initiated the project and to Deve Mahesson who helped execute it. 

 

PRAY FOR SCRIPTURE UNION FAMILY MISSIONS  

This summer holidays, Scripture Union (SU) run holiday programs for children 

and families in over 20 towns across Victoria. This is made possible by 

volunteers from various churches going camping in mission together to share 

Jesus in fun and relational ways. Thousands of young people and their parents 

will be reached through these SU missions, while many young adult Christians 

learn leadership and by serving on a team. Our own Martin Peters is serving 

on the SU Family Mission at Inverloch. Please pray for Martin and the 

team, that they will connect well with young people in sharing the Christian 

faith and be safe and united in all their travel and camping.  

 

THANK YOU LUNCH - FEB 2ND 2020  

A farewell lunch will be held after Rev Jeremy’s last service. A list will be 

available in the porch for anyone who wants to contribute towards the catering 

on the day. Please speak with Therese Carnie or Michael Willis if you have any 

questions.  
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TODAY’S SERMON 

Today’s reading of the slaughter of the innocents in Matthew 2 raises 

some big questions for us about the nature of evil in the world and 

God’s response to it. 

Our natural response is to cry out to God and accuse him of in-

action.  This is a common cry throughout scripture.  Yet Scripture also 

shows us that God is just and will punish evil.  It shows us that God’s 

plan to eradicate evil has its central play in the death and resurrection 

of evil.  The plan will be completed with the return of Christ at the 

final judgement. 

We see that Jesus also suffered at the hands of evil.  As a baby he was 

hunted by ruthless soldiers and ended up being a refugee in Egypt, a 

long way from home.  The fact that Jesus was a refugee should soften 

our attitude towards refugees.  The way he suffered shows us that he 

knows our pains and our sufferings. 

Evil in the World - Matthew 2:13-23 

1. The reality of evil in the world 

a. Ruthless dictators, brutal murderers, shameless exploiters – 

people given over to evil. 

b. Evil is not God’s invention, but a consequence of our free 

will. 

c. Jesus suffered at the hands of evil more than we will know 

2. Herod’s plan to destroy God’s chosen king 

 . A jealous old despot who has murdered every rival. 

a. He was not above murdering every baby in the region. (16-18) 

3. God’s plan to safe-guard his Son till the appointed time. 

 . God sends an angel to warn Joseph (12) 

a. Egypt becomes their safe refuge until the appointed time (13-15) 

b. It was all part of God’s plan as foreseen by the prophets. 
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CLEANING ROSTER for January – Fridays @ 8am    
Friday 3rd Jan Rusty and Christine 
Friday 10th Jan Manjula and Roger 
Friday 17th Jan Marien and Tyrone 
Friday 24th Jan Rusty and FR Oyem 
Friday 31st Jan Christine and helper please 
 
LAWN MOWING ROSTER:  
4 January:        Rob Daniel & Frank Drake  
11 January:      Rusty Nicholls & Frank Drake 
 
St James Offertory Giving: 
November Actual: $11,120  Budgeted: $12,917 
November Deficit: $1,797  Year to Date Deficit: $1,612 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

We pray for:  the people and community of the 
parish of Charlton and Donald. Please also pray 
for the wonderful work of the Andrews Centre and 
our local Primary and Secondary Schools. 
 
We pray for those who are sick or troubled in 
body or mind, or who have special needs: (Please 

put names in the Book for Prayers located with the Name Tags at the rear of the 
Church.  This book is for use for prayers for anyone who is in need of them)  
Mike; Jan; Antoinette; Claire; Fred; Ruth; Alma; Don; Terry; Margaret; Olive; 
Lucile; Mary; Jago; Emmanuel & Jeje; Brenda; Allan; Owen; Ian; Vyvyan; Noel; 
Melody; David; Robert; Gloria & Lew; Tammy; Janet; Sally; Trudy; Dane; 
Stanley; Kamie; Sherene; Suzie & Charles; Trisha; Sr Gloria, Bob; Nicole; Elise; 
Mazzie; Beryl; Beryl & Alan; Milton; Hazel; Renzo; Meg & John; Jonathan; 
Elaine; Kieran; Jason; Stephen; Mark; Helga; Judy; Maria; Fay; Judy; Kathleen. 
 

Prayers:  We pray for the; Rwanda (Bp Alexis Bilindabagabo and Bp Manasseh 
Gahim); Gambia (Bp James Allen Yaw Odico); Diocese of Wangaratta (Clergy & 
People); Archdeaconry of La Trobe (Gavin Ward); Brimbank (Simon Koefoed) this 
week. 
This Parish News is printed on recycled paper. 
 
NEXT WEEK’S READINGS – 5 January 
Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:10-18. 
 
 

 

St James’ Anglican Church Dandenong           55 Langhorne St, Dandenong 3175 
Postal address:  7 Wilson St, Dandenong 3175        Parish Office 9793 0219 
contact@stjamesdandenong.com   www.stjamesdandenong.com 
Vicar:  Rev Graeme Peters 0468 696 253  gpeters@stjamesdandenong.com 
Asst Priest:   Rev Jeremy Watson 0437 294 551 jwatson@stjamesdandenong.com 
Hon. Priest: Fr George Ladu 0434 417 617  lgeorge.daniel@yahoo.com 
Hon Priest: Fr Oyem Amaylek  0432 298 398    aoyem@hotmail.com 
Office Assistant: Roanna Gray                                 contact@stjamesdandenong.com 

http://www.stjamesdandenong.com/
mailto:gpeters@stjamesdandenong.com
mailto:lgeorge.daniel@yahoo.com
mailto:aoyem@hotmail.com
mailto:contact@stjamesdandenong.com
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Psalm 148 

 
1 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord from heaven: 
O praise him in the heights. 
 
2 Praise him, all his angels: 
O praise him, all his host. 
 
3 Praise him, sun and moon: 
praise him, all you stars of light. 
 
4 Praise him, you highest heaven: 
and you waters that are above the heavens. 
 
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord: 
for he commanded and they were made. 
 
6 He established them for ever and ever: 
he made an ordinance which shall not pass away. 
 
7 O praise the Lord from the earth: 
praise him, you sea-monsters and all deeps; 
 
8 Fire and hail, mist and snow: 
and storm-wind fulfilling his command; 
 
9 Mountains and all hills: 
fruit trees and all cedars; 
 
10 Beasts of the wild, and all cattle: 
creeping things and winged birds; 
 
11 Kings of the earth, and all peoples: 
princes, and all rulers of the world; 
 
12 Young men and maidens: 
old folk and children together. 
 
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord: 
for his name alone is exalted. 
 
14 His glory is above earth and heaven: 
and he has lifted high the horn of his people. 
 
15 Therefore he is the praise of all his servants: 
of the children of Israel, a people that is near him. Praise the Lord. 
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SECOND READING - Hebrews 2.10-18 
A reading from Hebrews Chapter 2 beginning at the 10th verse: 
10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things 
exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the 
pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 
11 For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all 
have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call 
them brothers and sisters, 12 saying, ‘I will proclaim your name 
to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will 
praise you.’ 13 And again, ‘I will put my trust in him.’ And again, ‘Here am I and 
the children whom God has given me.’ 14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh 
and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, so that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear 
that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore 
he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might 
be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of 
atonement for the sins of the people.18 Because he himself was tested by what he 
suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 
Hear the word of the Lord,                      Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL READING – Matthew 2.13-23 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew Chapter 2 
beginning at the 13th verse:   Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee 
to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.’ 
14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and 
went to Egypt, 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This 
was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, 
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 
17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
18 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping 
for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’ 
19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph 
in Egypt and said, 20 ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ 21 Then Joseph got 
up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 
away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, 
‘He will be called a Nazorean.’ 
For the Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 


